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“The present report shows that African cooperatives
have created a sizeable number of salaried jobs; yet, their
biggest employment creation potential lies in the field of
direct and indirect self- employment. Cooperatives do
have a comparative job creation advantage over other
types of enterprises: they are labour intensive by nature,
they are cost- effective because of member commitment
and participation, they generate economies of scale and
scope through horizontal and vertical integration, they
establish links between the informal and the formal
sectors, and they put economic and social development
on a broader base. Worker- owned cooperatives provide
their members with decent, permanent Employment and
Cooperatives in Africa ILO Cooperative Branch 2 jobs;
client- owned cooperatives, which are predominant
in the agricultural sector, can stabilize existing self-
employment in rural areas; financial cooperatives can
mobilize savings among the poorest and thus accumulate
capital for productive investment; and social cooperatives
provide self- employed workers with a minimum of social
security while creating jobs in the social service sector.”
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“Cooperatives play an important role and hold a
significant market share in agricultural product distribution
from farms to final consumers (Deller et al., 2009). For
example, according to a publication by the International
Labour Office, more than 50% of global agricultural
output is marketed through cooperatives in Finland,
Italy, and the Netherlands (Tchami, 2007). In 2002,
agricultural cooperatives accounted for 27% of U.S. total
farm marketing expenditure (USDA, 2008). Marketing
cooperatives comprise about 53% of all cooperatives and
product distribution represents 64% of the net business
volume of cooperatives in the U.S. (USDA, 2011). The
rationale is that marketing cooperatives allow small
farmers to get better, or rather a secured, price by
overcoming the “powerful” oligopsonist
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Investor- owned firms (IOFs) (Sexton, 1990; Bontems
& Fulton, 2009). With marketing cooperatives, farmers
have a much better postition for price negociation (Ladd,
1974; Cakir & Balagtas, 2012) and open up access to
markets that they cannot access individually (Camanzi
et al., 2011). Cooperatives also enable farmers to face
uncertainty about agricultural market prices (Jang & Klein,
2011).” (A Theory of Agricultural Marketing Cooperatives
with Direct selling/ Maxime Agbo, Damien Rousselire,
Julien Salani)
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indicates that “employees who embrace an increased
influence and participation in workplace decisions also
reported greater job satisfaction”[ and a 2019 study in
France found that worker- owned businesses “had a
positive effect on workers’ job satisfaction.” One 2055
study indicates that “the impact on the happiness of
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“special consideration should be given to increasing
women’s participation in the cooperative movement at all
levels, particularly at management and leadership level”
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AR, “ Cooperative businesses have done so much to
help women on to the ladder of economic activity. With
that comes community respect, political legitimacy and
influence.”
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T 20 ToTS HINE 3R A ©f Wb WPz | FfAdE
SR e FCA SR 2P STAUCAIT, AR

SACEE @l W ORed WYAR FIAG 28(eIA6d
Fo O[ FHANEE T2Fal Ggios ©. § amimes «ag
NN T (81, AGFNE SIS ‘Role of Co- operatives
in Empowering Rural Women' A& siaaell eifStacaca
IFET2FIE oA FF AT,

““Women are the focus of attention of all International
and National development programmes. Efforts have
been directed at empowering them in all fields of activity.
Cooperative institutions at the present scenario hold
enormous potential for the development of women and
more particularly the rural women. Rural women are
actively involved in the process of food production,
processing and marketing. They often lack the legal status
which prohibits them to have access to credit, education
and technology. Co- operative institutions can help to
accelerate the process of development and participation
of women in their organisational and business activities.
Institutions like the International Cooperative Alliance
(ICA) with the support of other international
organizations and national level institutions
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can develop and sponsor programmes which are aimed
at improving the lot of rural women. Hence, it is needless
to say that co- operatives are playing a very important
role in the empowerment of rural women through various
schemes.”

G ARAT @@ (MCE AIZES ARG
SRS NEME NCoI2 N SS90 Y JANZE,
T -NEERmd | ANAR ANfoYtE SfHfre-wuifEEes
A L5eTS ARG GO AIZE AT NI (P
8 IROAR F9& FACZ| OIMF SIS FIORCNE (G @M
9607 Ifergd M, e azer el ae SIre[fee-
oIS GG (SIS AN TIF2 TeeeTon SUIZAT | N T
(SIS T 057 02 (TAF ANIBFIICG | (TR ST FACR
G AR ANS | AT SiF AN VA GBS
A TN TCAES T 2@ (ArAlRiET @aR Ol (AE
T AL I (AT TOM T ACENRCAA, FACE S B9
o FfaE/@ Wiz e afise @ ey T9E ok
TP S TF FAE WS G e e @ wa
AR AfNfouten aiF frw ffvesaee Afe g @
BleTCR |

JIeaAee Tfzenma Saerfs, Taew «ae Sitnd e Fiedf
THE G Ao 2R NEE wwan ANfS | erely wize
AR ANS, @@ Ifzen wwan AN, enafie wfzan
TER ANfs «de enafis fTarfelkegs wfzar swam
ARSI 97 TWYS | 2055-20%0 TLIREHE AR
SIS FARICAC (G QI AT AT 3, 53,0201 @ae
(TG 5T ST FRATT 5, 5,08, 53¢ T | G N 7Jd AW
TR bb,Ob,eob TH GAR TZA! AW AT 28,95,33
G| (NG wwar ANfed Wy wywe e wwan Affs
TR 29, 0bb G | I 2! TN Al i vy 12!
$,4%,985 Tl OIRT! IS 0l @@ WEel FNam
SRR FIAFITS! [SITS (F 910 AN TG T $0%
AT FETa 26T G THAE, 5% VAl TS
20O B, HL% N A L FIAZING ACH IS 20T,
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‘A cooperative (also known as co- operative, co- op, or
coop) is an autonomous association of persons united
voluntarily to meet their common economic, social,
and cultural needs and aspirations through a
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jointly- owned enterprise.’
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“Co- operatives contribute their best to society when
they are true to their nature as autonomous, member-
controlled institutions, and when they remain true to their
values and principles (autonomy and independence).”
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oI (@ wdtafes @iEhm e e, o fee wweEa :
“The 2007-2012 global economic crisis described as ‘The
Mother of All Crises’ with substantial wealth destruction
for most people.” 5@ (12 WIEFIEIS AN FRoAGTE
QENEFOd TN HoA® FAMRE| LU ITER
FRIYCEA! feTd wrwe A4S INd A | (18 I
“fafEfofd YenRm e Capital and the Debt Trap =&
aEel Ffqa qrerize, “Cooperatives, by contrast, have
fewer problems with perverse incentives, because their
ownership and control structures follow legal mandates
promoted by the International Co- operative Alliance.
These generally involve many more people in critical
decisions.” “Co- operatives tend to have a longer life
than other types of enterprise, and thus a higher level
of entrepreneurial sustainability. In [one study], the
rate of survival of cooperatives after three
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years was 75 percent, whereas it was only 48 percent
for all enterprises ... [and] after ten years, 44 percent of
cooperatives were still in operation, whereas the ratio was
only 20 percent for all enterprises.” (Internet)
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‘Today, working together in co- operatives is a
reaction to demographic change. In industrialized
countries, change is expressed by low birth rates, an
increasing number of old people living longer, rural-
urban migration; reduced private and public services
and infrastructure in rural areas. In developing countries,
signs of change are high birth rates, increased mobility,
social and political unrests, urbanization and migration,
and poverty partly caused by climate change.

Local and regional businesses are increasingly exposed
to economic change, facing competition by international
combines and global players. Stationary trade and crafts
are challenged by the mobility of on- line trade. Rural
exodus is forcing village stores, pubs and other facilities
to close down, deteriorating the living conditions of rural
areas.

AAAAN 08

Technological change in form of new production,
transport and information technologies, new sources of
energy, new media are causing a revolution in production
of goods and services and in communication.

Local versus global: Today, working together in
co- operatives offers an alternative to an increasingly
global economy, characterized by high mobility of ideas,
capital and labour. Co- operatives can strengthen their
position by emphasizing their local and regional roots
and their closeness to members, linked with vertically
integrated co- operative networks, allowing to combine
the advantages of local presence with the advantages
of economies of scale (small in front — big in the
back, Rabobank).” (How Co- operative are Social Co-
operatives? / Hans- H. Mnkner)
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